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PURPOSE & METHODS 
 
This report was prepared to assist in planning efforts undertaken by the New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation (NHDOT) to alleviate traffic in Pelham Center at the 
intersection of Windham Road (Route 111A), Main Street, Nashua Road, Marsh Road 
and Old Bridge Street North. The project is identified as Pelham, X-A000(415), 14491.  
 
The report focuses on the history and evolution of the Pelham Town Common, the nexus 
of this intersection, and the eleven resources— library, church, parsonage, four 
residences, stone wall boundary, fraternal hall/town hall and the sites of an earlier town 
hall (now occupied by the fire station) and a house/store—that have historically 
surrounded it. The report will complement a second report—an historic district area 
form—that will analyze the entire town center and all of its historical resources. 
 
During the months of October and November, 2007, the consultants conducted fieldwork 
in the Town Common area, to determine the original bounds of the Common and identify 
all of the historical resources that may have once fronted on it. Field work was 
supplemented by an in-depth review of research materials for Pelham, including town and 
country histories; historic maps, plans and photographs; census reports; deeds; town 
directories and periodicals. The report also includes information garnered from the 
consultants’ interviews and correspondence with local residents. A full list of sources that 
were consulted is included in the report. 
 
The report includes a narrative history; descriptions and photographs of each resource that 
once fronted on the Common; a sketch map locating the resources, historic maps, plans 
and photographs; and a contemporary map outlining the original bounds of the Common. 
 

LOCUS MAP 
USGS, Lowell, MA-NH, Quadrangle (1987) 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF PELHAM CENTER 
 
Earliest settlement in Pelham can be traced back to the 1720s, but Pelham did not receive 
its charter from King George II until July 5, 1746. The town at that time was the outlying 
parts of Dracut and Dunstable, both of Massachusetts. Throughout the bounds of the new 
town were already established farms. The geographical center of Pelham was near the 
junction of two rivers, Beaver Brook  (also known as Beaver River) and Golden’s Brook. 
It was just southwest of that confluence that Pelham Center developed. 
 
Much of the town appears to have been laid out before incorporation, as agricultural 
grants to individual men of Dracut and Dunstable. The charter of 1746 does not make any 
provisions nor set any conditions for how the town was to be arranged or administered. 
No plan is known to exist that officially divided or portioned land after 1746. The town’s 
boundaries have remained essentially the same through time, save a couple of 
adjustments at both north corners. In 1787, disputes about the fitness of the 
Congregational minister led the town to petition to be split into two parishes, with a 
common civic center. The town reunited in 1792 when the minister in question was 
dismissed.1 
 
Just weeks after the charter was granted, the townspeople met to elect officials and 
proceed with motions to establish their municipality. The desire for a meetinghouse and 
minister was preeminent, and at a meeting in October, 1746, the town voted to acquire 
both. Surveyors set out to find an ideal spot for a meetinghouse, at the center or 
elsewhere, and suitable for thirty families. The first—and apparently temporary—
meetinghouse was placed in the geographical heart of the new town and likely located 
slightly south of the present-day Town Common, near the Center Cemetery.2 In 1751, a 
second, more permanent meetinghouse was erected eighteen rods to the north. That same 
year, the town acquired a Town Common (Resource #1) adjacent to the meetinghouse, 
and a committee selected a lot for a parsonage a short distance south, on Old Bridge 
Street North.3  
 
Gradually, a commercial and civic center began to develop around this second 
meetinghouse and the accompanying Town Common, as some residents turned from 
agriculture to trade as their principle activity.4 By 1805, at least four roads led from the 
Common, heading to Lowell (via Dracut), Lawrence, Windham and Hudson (then called 

                                                 
1 Berry, 1887: 634; Hammond, 1884: 143. The Town Charter is reprinted in Berry: 632. 
2 Atwood (1946) suggests the first meetinghouse was located in what is now the triangle between Gibson 
Drive, Bridge Street and Marsh Road. The town still owns a piece of land there, and there is a potential for 
archaeological sensitivity.  
3 Reflections, 1996: 18; Rockwell, 1856: 237. Additionally, as early as 1772, there is mention of a Town 
Pound “on the Windham road at the Center.” The pound was moved in 1791 to “Ferguson’s field, [at the] 
the back side of the meeting-house” and taken down around 1900 [Berry: 646; Hobbs, 1975: 43].  However, 
its exact location is unclear: it does not appear on the 1876 map. 
4 The Center remained the commercial nexus of Pelham until the mid-20th century, when the business 
district shifted to the new strip malls on Route 38 (southeast from the Center).  
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Nottingham West). By mid-century, a fifth road led southeast to Dracut.5 In 1785, the 
town deemed even the second meetinghouse “not worth repairing,” paving the way for a 
third meetinghouse, paid for by subscription. It sat toward the west end of the Common, 
near the present-day fire house (Resource #8). Construction began that year, and the new 
building was in use by at least 1789, though not fully completed until 1795. After the 
state passed legislation in 1819 to separate church and civic activities, it ultimately 
became the Town House, and the church built another building at the head of the 
Common.6 
 
Over the course of the nineteenth century, the Common and the buildings that surrounded 
it continued to evolve. During the early decades, a private academy (Resource #5) was 
built, founded around 1800 by Daniel Hardy, a Dartmouth College graduate and 
prominent citizen. Hardy’s academy trained men and women to teach in “the common 
schools.” It lasted for several years, but was apparently defunct by 1835, when the Misses 
Hastings rented the building for their home. Two public inns stood nearby, if not fronting 
on the Common. One may have been in or near the Atwood House (Resource #A), then 
owned by Jesse Gibson, who also managed  a tavern in North Pelham. In 1800, Eleazer 
Whiting received a liquor license; his place was just east of the Common. By 1830, John 
Marsh, Jr. had a store fronting the south side on the Common (Resource #6 or 7), and by 
1842, Jeremiah Tyler had a store with hall above at the opposite (northwest) corner of the 
center (Resource #10).7 
 
From the outset, Pelham Center remained the heart of the town, and the only village to 
develop within the community. Throughout the nineteenth century, the town’s economy 
was principally agricultural (fruit was a major crop); the nearby cities of Lowell and 
Lawrence provided a ready market. The only area of town outside the center with a 
concentration of inns, shops and mills was along Mammoth Road. Scattered elsewhere in 
town were district schools, grist, saw and cider mills, family cemeteries, and a Baptist 
church.8 
 
The year 1842 marked a significant change to the town center. The First Congregational 
Society moved its worship out of the meetinghouse and built a church fronting the 
Common on the north (Resource #2). The land was given that year by General Samuel M. 
and Hannah Richardson for that specific purpose, and work began immediately, allowing 
for a fall dedication. General Richardson also provided money to the town to remodel the 
meetinghouse into a Town House. Two decades later, the Society procured the corner lot 
of the Jeremiah Tyler estate, across Windham Road from the church, and built a 
parsonage (Resource #10).9  

                                                 
5 While the major stagecoach road in Pelham was Mammoth Road, which led from Lowell to Manchester 
and passed through the west side of Pelham, Nashua Road/Main Street was likely a stage route. 
6 Berry: 638. 
7 Berry: 639-646. Deed and map research indicated that Marsh owned a store in this area, but whether it was 
at the site of  Resource #6 or 7 remains unclear. The 1842 survey notes Marsh’s store at the south side of 
the Common. The 1858 map puts Marsh at Resource #7. Deeds appear to indicate a store on the site of 
Resource #6 [HCRD Books 191/613 (1837); 173/430 (1833); 173/409 (1828)].  
8 Fogg, 1874: 293; 1858 and 1892 maps. 
9 Berry: 639, 641. 
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With the church removed from the meetinghouse, the town took over the building. It 
derived income from renting out the hall for community events. However, by the late 19th 
century, it was clear the building needed major repairs, as well as improved 
accommodations for the town’s growing needs. It took nearly ten years of warrant articles 
for a solution to be agreed upon: in 1904, citizens approved funds for a new floor and 
repairs to the chimneys, blinds and sash. Tragically, the building was lost to fire in 
November of 1906.10 
 
In addition to General Richardson, the Woodbury family had a major influence on the 
development of the village center. John Woodbury arrived in Pelham Center ca. 1836, 
initially as a shoemaker and farmer. He left Pelham for a short time to attend New 
Hampton Academy and returned in 1841 to set up shop as a butcher. In 1843, he relocated 
to Pelham Center and there became a successful merchant, operating his store and the 
local post office from his house, which is still standing two buildings east of the library. 
By the 1860s, he had become a leading citizen in town and had acquired several lots in 
the town center. By 1876, John had handed the reins of his commercial activities to his 
son Frank, who moved the post office and store closer to the Common, in the buildings 
immediately west of the Congregational Church (Resource #A).11   
 
In 1896, Frank M. and Zena B. Woodbury donated land to the town for a Library and 
Memorial Building (Resource #3). A library was part of the town’s decision to celebrate 
its 150th anniversary, and its location was just northeast of the Common, next to the 
Congregational Church.  The town commissioned Stickney and Austin, noted architects 
from Lowell, Massachusetts, to draw up plans, and the library opened late in 1896.  
 
A few years later, the Woodburys subdivided again, selling off two parcels across the 
street from  each other. In 1899, they offered a building lot to the widow of Rev. 
Augustus Berry, who was now deprived use of the parsonage. The Mary Currier Berry 
House (ca. 1900) stands  on Main Street, just east of the library and west of the 
Woodbury’s  home. The following year, they sold the lot across the street to the General 
Stark Colony No. 30 of United Order of Pilgrim Fathers (U.O.P.F.).  There, the fraternal 
organization erected Pilgrim Hall (Resource #4) for its meetings, also renting out the 
space to others. After the Town House burned in 1906, town meetings moved to this 
building. And after a decade of unsuccessful warrant articles to build a new town hall, the 
town instead purchased Pilgrim Hall in 1917. The building was used as Town Hall until 
2003.12  In 1905, Frank Woodbury sold his corner store property to Harry H. Atwood, 
who continued to manage it as general store and post office, and later, as a gas station 
(Resource #A). It ceased operation in the mid-1960s, when Atwood’s son, Frank W. 
Atwood, sold the property to the Congregational Church.13 
                                                 
10 Annual Reports, 1895-1907.   
11 Berry: 648-649. In 1862, John Woodbury is noted in a military census as 43 years old and occupied as a 
“leader,” as he was one of the leading citizens at the time [Selectmen, 1862]. 
12 During this period, the selectmen’s office was often in the Library and Memorial Building. The building 
is currently occupied by Pelham’s Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
13 The Atwoods were a large Pelham family who owned property around the Common and elsewhere for 
over a century. Harry H. Atwood, Sr. was Daniel N. Atwood’s son. Harry’s sister, Zena, married Frank W. 
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Previously bypassed by the railroad, in 1902, Pelham became linked to Nashua, Lowell, 
Haverhill, and Lawrence via the electric railway. The Northeastern Electric Railroad 
imposed new traffic patterns around the Common and added a “traffic center” on the 
Common to expedite traffic as it traveled east to west and southwest around the green. 
The railway erected a car barn and passenger station on Woodbury Avenue across from 
Pilgrim Hall. It ceased operation in 1924, unable to compete with automobile travel.14 
 
Relatively little construction activity occurred around the Common throughout the 
twentieth century. In 1920, the town erected a junior high school a short distance to the 
south (which was renovated in 2003 to house the town offices and police station). In 
1966, the Atwood house and store, which still housed the post office, were demolished. A 
fire/police station (Resource #8) was built on the west side of the Common in 1972, on or 
near the site of the 1785 meetinghouse/ Town House. 
 

                                                                                                                                                  
Atwood ca. 1889. At least two of Harry’s sons, Harry, Jr. and Frank W., were involved with their father’s 
store in the mid-20th century.  
14 Hobbs, 1975: 129-134; “Northeastern Electric Railroad connecting Pelham with Nashua, Lowell, 
Haverhill, and Lawrence” in Pelham Public Library Historical Collection (binder at Pelham Public 
Library), collected 1996.  The traffic center did not work quite as well as hoped; the worst railway accident 
in New England happened in Pelham Center September 6, 1903. The “starter” posted at the traffic center 
was held responsible for the crash that killed four men. [“Killed in Trolley Wreck,” 1903].  
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EVOLUTION OF THE TOWN COMMON 
 
The only parts of Pelham that were formally laid out at the time the town was chartered 
were the meetinghouse and minister’s lot. In 1751, however, John Ferguson, who owned 
some 400 acres in the town center, sold the town two acres of land for the “use and 
benefit of the Town of Pelham.”15 The deed also refers to the location of this envisioned 
town common: “where the town last voted to build a meetinghouse.” In 1830, the 
Common was slightly enlarged when John Ferguson’s grandson and namesake sold an 
adjacent fifty-nine square rods to the town. Based on a survey of the common made in 
1842, this additional acreage seems to have been along the east end, in front of  1 
Common Street and 62 Old Bridge Street North (Resources 5 and 6) and shown with a 
dotted line on the survey.16  
 

 
1842 Survey of the Town Common, undertaken by town committee. South is at the top. 

Reprinted from Reflections (1996), p. 6. 
 

                                                 
15 John Ferguson came to Pelham from the Boston area. Before he moved north, he purchased two 
proprietors’ farms at Pelham Center, which would have given him substantial acreage [Hayes, 2007].  
16 Deed of Oct. 9, 1751 (Rockingham County 55/185); Berry: 638; Hayes interview. 
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While town commons were not set off in every New Hampshire town, they were a usual 
feature in seventeenth century New England towns. Their origins were in English 
common law, which recognized various common rights on unowned land for personal 
use, such as grazing, cutting wood, digging peat for fuel, and taking stone or sand. By the 
eighteenth century, when inland New Hampshire was settled, common lands were still 
sometimes set aside, but far more typical was the establishment of a town common or 
town green at the center of the settlement area, where the meetinghouse and burial ground 
were located.17 Some commons were grassy fields, some were planted with trees, and 
some were just dirt open space. Most had roads leading from and through them, and a mix 
of stores, shops and inns, as well as residences, around them. The community’s 
meetinghouse usually occupied a commanding spot. The common served a variety of 
uses—militia training grounds, public gatherings, animal grazing, and fairs, to name just a 
few. Pelham’s historical accounts reference horse racing and wrestling matches on its 
common.18  
 
What little is known about Pelham’s Town Common is derived mostly from historic 
photographs and historic maps. The 1805 map (see Fig. #2)  notes four roads converging 
at the meetinghouse, the only building depicted on the map. By 1830, a store abutted the 
Common along its east edge at either 62 or 63 Old Bridge Street North  (Resource #6 or 
7). Walling’s 1858 map of Pelham Center (see Fig. #5) shows an open area that suggests 
the Common, although its exact boundaries are not delineated. The Congregational 
Church overlooks it from the north and the Town House is on the west edge. Only a few 
residences are shown fronting on the Common. Five roads, all leading to neighboring 
towns, enter the Common, and travelers presumably passed right through it, rather than 
around it.  
 
A map produced in 1876 reveals more detail (see Fig. #6). The limits of the Common are 
clearly shown: it is far larger than its current size, extending further in all directions 
except the north. Presumably encompassing the same original two acres, plus the later 
fifty-nine square rods, the Common extended east as far as 1 Common Street and 62 Old 
Bridge Street North (Resource #5 and 6), south to 63 Old Bridge Street North (Resource 
#7), and west to the rear of the Town Hall (the former meetinghouse erected in 1785 on 
the site of the present Fire Station, Resource #8). Oddly, the horse sheds that 
accompanied the Town Hall were placed just beyond the bounds of the Common. From 
the south, two roads (present-day Marsh Road and Old Bridge Street North, though 
realigned) led into the Common; travelers then crossed directly over the Common to 
reach Main Street, rather than skirting its edge. A third road (Windham Road) entered 
Main Street from the north. The Common was devoid of trees, with the exception of two 
elms at the north end, near Windham Road, and some trees in front of two houses that 
fronted onto it (Resource #5 & 6). By contrast, trees lined much of Main Street, Nashua 
Road and Windham Road. The map specifically notes a flag staff on the Common, 
perhaps pointed out in recognition of the nation’s Centennial that year. Of particular 
interest is the shape of the Common. It was neither oval, rectangular nor square, but a 

                                                 
17 Fleming, 1982: 8-17. 
18 Berry: 645; Hobbs, 1909.  In Pelham, the muster field was apparently east of the Common, on the 
grounds where the electric railway car barn and Pilgrim Hall now sit. 
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polygon with five unequal sides. (The earlier 1842 survey also showed a polygon, but 
with only four unequal sides.)19 
 

 
1876 “Map of Pelham Center” (detail) by. A. Bachelder. Reprinted from Reflections 

(1996), p. 9. See also Fig. #6. 
 

In 1886, the Butler Memorial Monument was erected on the Common. Butler was one of 
Pelham’s first settlers, and his descendents organized to honor him with a monument on 
the Common (and another one at his grave). The monument was dedicated on June 9, 
1886 with a day-long program of events and speeches.   
 
The following year, on Arbor Day, April 30, 1887, the town revamped the triangle on 
which the monument stood with plantings, re-grading and fencing. Forty-eight granite 
posts connected by 372 feet of galvanized pipe rails were set in the ground to encircle that 
portion of the Common that survives today—and is the fence that stands today. At each 
point of the triangle, the fence stopped; two granite posts allowed people, but not animals 
or vehicles to pass onto the Common. Within this enclosure, eleven trees, including three 
elms, were planted, and the area was set with grass seed. The labor was primarily donated 
by citizens, and the total cost came to $305, paid by the town to the Common Committee 
(see Fig. #12).20   

                                                 
19 The 1876 map was not drawn by survey, but its detail and relative distances would certainly indicate the 
configuration of the Common is fairly accurate. The only puzzling bit of geometry is that Resource #5  is 
shown aligned with the edge of the Common, and the Common’s northeast corner is well east of the church, 
a situation that does not actually exist. 
20 Annual Report, 1888. 
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It would appear that the monument and associated landscaping shifted the town’s future 
focus on the Common to this triangular piece, as the rest of the Common never received 
the same degree of attention. 
 
With formal landscaping, more clearly delineated travel routes were now needed, and in 
1894, the town voted to discontinue the two roads that cut through the middle of the 
Common. The town’s annual report the following year noted payment to George Roberts 
for “printing notices for closing up road on public common at center.”21 Now travelers 
had a choice of following Common Street, which ran near the east edge of the Common 
and was already in place by 1893; or from Windham Road, southeast following the new 
granite fence to join Old Bridge Street North (then Lowell Road); or due south from 
Windham Road, passing east of the Town House to join Marsh Road. Yet a fourth road 
followed the west edge of the Common behind (west of) the Town House. With this 
formal road system, the Common was effectively divided into four unequal sections: (1) a 
small slip of land east of Common Street (which at some point became the property of 
Resources #5 & 6), (2) the landscaped area around the Butler Monument (the present-day 
Common), (3) a triangular piece between Old Bridge Street North and Marsh Road, and 
(4) the land on which the Town House stood (now the site of the Fire Station). At some 
point, a slip road to connect Marsh Road and Old Bridge Street North was constructed, 
isolating yet another section of  the Common. (The tree still standing in front of 63 Old 
Bridge Street North (Resource #7) would have been located on this section.)  (see Fig. #8 
and Fig. #17).22  
 
Like much of New England, the hurricane of 1938 wreaked havoc on the Common’s 
landscaping by uprooting several of the old elms and other plantings, both around the 
Common and along adjacent streets. The town soon replaced the trees along the perimeter 
of the triangle, as well as along Old Bridge Street North as it passed by the Common, but 
the larger section to the west where the Fire Station now stands remained bare.23 
 
Little happened to the Common until 1972, when the town erected a new fire/police 
station on the approximate site of the Town Hall, which had burned in 1906. Despite the 
argument of many citizens that the site should remain as a park, those in favor of the 
station on this central location prevailed. The new building necessitated the rerouting of 
road system once again. Marsh Road was realigned to the east to merge with Old Bridge 
Street North until the south end of the Common, when the two split. The size of the 
Common was effectively reduced to the triangle around the monument, as it remains 
today.    
 

                                                 
21 Annual Report, 1895-96; Town Warrant articles, 1894 (Pelham Historical Society). The two roads are 
described in the town warrant: one led from the North Pelham Road (Nashua Road) to the Lowell Road 
(either Marsh Road or Old Bridge Street North) on the east side of the Town House. The second ran “across 
the Town Common” in a southwesterly direction from the Lowell Road to the road “leading past Mrs. 
Tyler’s,” which was presumably today’s Marsh Road. (The 1892 map shows Mrs. E. W. Tyler had several 
buildings on Marsh Road, southwest of the town center.) 
22 1893 USGS map. 
23 Late 1940s aerial view. 
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RESOURCES ON THE COMMON 
 
1. Pelham Common, 1751/1830.  
Photo # 1-5 
Figure # 2, 4, 12-18 
 
Architectural Description: Pelham Common lies near the geographical and civic center of 
Pelham. Today, the Common consists of the triangular shaped landscape formed by Main 
Street on the north, Old Bridge Street North on the west and Common Street on the east; 
the latter two streets form the southern point. The Common is fenced along all three sides 
with square, granite posts and horizontal steel rails, set in 1887. The posts are cut granite 
with unpolished surfaces, dressed corners and pyramid apexes. They are about two and a 
half feet tall. The galvanized steel poles are about three inches in diameter and set into 
carved holes in the posts, a few inches below the pyramid caps. At the three corners, the 
railing stops and the posts are closer together to allow pedestrians to enter.   
 
The Common is landscaped, without change in elevation and is primarily grass. There are 
two mature evergreen trees at the north part, flanking the Butler Monument, and several 
young hardwood trees along the Common Street and Old Bridge Street North sides. The 
Butler Monument (Resource #1a), enclosed in a four-post granite and steel fence, stands 
near the center of the triangle, oriented toward Main Street (north). Just north of it is a 
flag pole and low hedge row. An octagonal gazebo erected in 1991 is in the sharpest 
angle of the triangle—at the south point. The gazebo is wood-frame, painted white and 
topped with an asphalt-shingle roof. Miscellaneous plantings and bark mulch skirt the 
gazebo, monument and each of the trees. 
 
History:  The Town Common has been at the center of Pelham’s civic and community 
life since John Ferguson sold two acres of his farm lands to the town in 1751 for “use and 
benefit of the Town of Pelham” for “twenty pounds, old tender.” Eighty years later, 
Ferguson’s grandson sold the town an additional 59 square rods, expanding the Common 
along its east end.  While the Common retained its two-plus acres well into the 20th 
century, the focus has been on the existing triangular section since the 1890s. 
 
The original Common included the site of the town’s meetinghouse. After the church and 
town functions split, the meetinghouse evolved into the Town House, and a new church 
was erected overlooking the north end of the Common. Since then, shops, civic buildings, 
residences, school, and professional offices have fronted the Common, and the Common 
itself has anchored the village center. 
 
In the 1940s, a veterans’ honor roll was placed on the Common to recognize “Citizens 
from Pelham, N.H. Serving our Country Since Dec 7, 1941.” The plaque was later 
installed in the Library and Memorial Building. In 1991, Pelham High School student 
Daniel Mullaney erected the gazebo in the south section of the triangle as his Eagle Scout 
project. 
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1a. Butler Monument, Pelham Common, 1886.  
Photo # 6 
Figure # 14, 19 
 
Architectural Description: The Butler Monument, which stands about fifteen feet high, is 
a obelisk on plinth atop a stepped base. The base is polished on the upper section, with 
“John Butler” inscribed in high relief on the north face. At the top, the base is beveled to 
meet the plinth, which contains engraved inscriptions on the north and west sides and is 
polished with dressed chamfered corners. The obelisk features medallions with botanical 
ornament at the bottom of each face. The sides are rough-faced with dressed edges. The 
monument is enclosed with a square granite post and steel rail fence that mimics that 
around the Common, but with shorter posts.   
 
History: In the last decades of the nineteenth century, Pelham began to celebrate itself.  It 
seems to have begun in 1886, when descendents of John Butler, one of the first settlers, 
organized to erect a monument to him in the town common (and at his grave). The Butler 
Monument was dedicated on June 9, 1886 with a day-long program of events and 
speeches.  It was described that year:  “The monument stands in the middle of the town 
square, opposite the town hall and church. It is of Rockport granite, a spire monument 
fifteen feet high, three feet six inches square at the base. The plinth and die are polished. 
On the second base are the words ‘John Butler’ cut in heavy letters. On the north or front 
side of the monument is the inscription: ‘Deacon John Butler, Born in Woburn, Mass., 
July 22, 1677. Settled in Pelham, on what is now called the Mammoth Road, near 
Gumpas Pond, A.D., 1721. Died 1759.’ … The monument stands in the centre of an 
enclosure, fourteen feet square, the space being bounded by four granite corner posts, one 
foot square and two feet high, with galvanized iron railing running from post to post. The 
monument was built by Andrews & Wheeler, of Lowell, Mass …The turfed terrace upon 
which the monument and corner posts stand, was covered with evergreens and flowers” 
for the dedication event.24   
 
2. First Congregational Church, 3 Main Street, 1842.  
Photo # 7 
Figure # 14, 16, 17, 20, 29 
 
Architectural Description: The church is prominently situated on the north side of Main 
Street, overlooking the Common. It is a wood-frame, Greek Revival structure sited gable-
end to the road, with a two-stage tower surmounted by a steeple set back from the 
building front. Four courses of granite block, punctured by basement windows, constitute 
the exposed foundation. Walls are clad with clapboards and the roof with asphalt 
shingles; a single, tall, brick chimney rises from the east slope, near the front. The facade 
is distinguished by a pedimented gable with a centrally positioned louvered fanlight 
below a clock face. The main entrance is centered below the fanlight and has double-leaf 
doors; it is set within a Greek Revival enframement. Flanking windows have 
geometrically shaped leaded glass and are framed by pilasters. A continuous molded 
cornice links the entrance and windows. A wide flight of granite steps provides access to 
                                                 
24 Butler, 1886: 7. 

HAYES-GENOTER HISTORY AND GENEALOGY LIBRARY

Elizabeth Durfee Hegen, Preservation Consultant Sarah Dangelas Hofe, Historian



A History of the Pelham Town Common   13 

the building. Above the side windows are smaller, paired windows with peaked heads. 
The side elevation windows consist of paired, elongated openings with peaked heads. 
 
Circa 1890, the church underwent significant renovations. The leaded glass windows and 
interior sanctuary likely date from that period, as may the high basement. Further 
alterations occurred circa 1960 when a one-story, rear addition was placed on the building 
for educational space, kitchen, and a stage. More recently, a ramp was added alongside 
the east elevation. 
 
History: In 1842, The First Congregational Society moved their worship out of the town’s 
meetinghouse and built this church of its own, at the north end of the Common.  The land 
was given that year by General Samuel M. and Hannah Richardson “for the purpose of 
erecting upon and occupying a house for the publick worship and for no other purpose.”  
The building committee apparently wasted no time as the church was dedicated in the 
fall, and services were held immediately. For many years, seventeen horse sheds stood 
behind the building; they were removed sometime in the first half of the 20th century.  
 
3. Pelham Library and Memorial Building, 5 Main Street, 1895-6. 
Photo # 8 
Figure # 14, 16, 17, 21 
 
Architectural Description: The library stands immediately east of the Congregational 
Church. It is a one-story, brick, hip-roof building that rests on a high, rough-faced, granite 
block foundation. The roof is clad with slate. Two extended, gable-roof, pedimented 
dormers with slate side walls are found on the side elevations; the west dormer has a brick 
chimney near its ridge. The cornice is both molded and denticulated. The front elevation 
of the building features a pedimented pavilion that contains the arched, recessed main 
entrance. Terracotta trim sets off the arch, and a leaded glass fanlight and sidelights set 
off the entry. A flight of granite steps lends access to the building. Fenestration 
throughout the building consists of narrow windows with 1/1 sash and transoms filled 
with diamond-pattern colored glass. 
 
Three granite posts sit near between the road and sidewalk and likely the same that appear 
in early 20th century photographs. The brick paving in front of the building was laid in 
1996, when bricks were engraved by subscription to commemorate the town’s 250th 
anniversary. In 2003 the library moved to a new building on Marsh Road. This building is 
currently leased to the Pelham Historical Society for use as a museum. 
 
History: While Pelham has a long history of a public book collection, the town only 
incorporated a library in 1892. The collection was first housed in the Town House on the 
west end of the Common. In 1896, also the 150th anniversary of the town charter, the 
town voted to gift itself a Library and Memorial Building. The land was donated by Frank 
M. and Zena Woodbury, who resided next door to the east. The architect was Stickney 
and Austin, a notable firm from Lowell, MA, and the builders were George M. Cole & 
Co. 
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4. Pilgrim Hall / Town Hall, 6 Main Street, ca. 1897. 
Photo # 9 
Figure # 16, 17, 22, 23 
 
Architectural Description: One of three buildings at the northeast edge of the Common to 
be erected at the turn of the 20th century, Pilgrim Hall is a 2 ½ story, wood-frame 
structure with Colonial Revival details. It is sited gable front to the road, rests on a 
random granite-block foundation, has vinyl siding (original siding was clapboard), and a 
gable roof covered with asphalt shingles. A brick chimney projects from the west slope. 
Windows have replacement 1/1 sash with applied grids set in reduced openings (original 
sash was 9/9). Blinds have also been replaced. A broad, pedimented pavilion projects 
from the main block and contains the front entrance in the middle bay. The original 
double-leaf doors have been replaced by a glass and aluminum door system, and the 
portico is also a replacement of the original feature. The gable features an unusual triple 
window with a Colonial Revival enframement.  The synthetic siding has attempted to 
retain the historic trim details, including window casings and heads, and pilasters at the 
corners and the gable window enframement. 
 
An early 20th century photograph shows granite posts with a metal or wood railing in 
front of the building and wood posts along the Woodbury Avenue frontage. 
 
Frank M. Woodbury sold this small lot to the General Stark Colony No. 30 of United 
Order of Pilgrim Fathers (U.O.P.F.) in 1897. For the next twenty years, the fraternal 
organization met in their newly built “Pilgrim Hall.” In 1917 the organization sold the 
building to the Town of Pelham, which used it for town offices until 2003. During this 
period, the Pelham Grange also used the building. The large meeting hall inside was 
divided into offices in the mid to late 20th century. 
 
5. Hastings House, 1 Common Street, ca. 1800.  
Photo # 2, 4, 10, 11 
Figure # 17, 24 
 
Architectural Description: Hastings House is located on the original east edge of the 
Common, facing west toward it. It is a 1 ½ story, 5x2 bay, side-gable, wod-frame 
dwelling with vernacular Federal stylistic features and a rear ell. The main house rests on 
a granite block foundation. The roof is clad with asphalt shingles; a centrally positioned 
brick chimney projects from the ridge. Walls are clad with butt clapboards, though some 
original lapped clapboards survive on the rear elevation. Trim consists of Federal window 
casings and cornice, and narrow corner boards. Window sash is 12/12. The center 
entrance is sheltered by a 19th century, gabled enclosure with a 6/6 sash window in each 
side wall. The enclosure has a granite block foundation and is accessed by granite steps.  
 
The ell appears to be a late 19th century replacement for an earlier ell that was flush with 
the south wall of the main house (see 1876 map). The existing gable-roof ell extends from 
the mid-point of the main house and is set back from each side elevation. It sits on a stone 
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foundation, is sided with clapboards, has 2/2-sash windows and pronounced cornice 
returns, and a ca. 1930s, partially enclosed porch along its north wall. 
 
The property also includes a one-bay, ca. mid-20th century garage that stands east of the 
ell. 
 
History: This building was erected ca. 1800 by Daniel Hardy and used for several years 
as an academy for training teachers. From 1835 until ca. 1872, it was occupied by Eliza 
(d. 1853) and Caroline (d. 1872) Hastings, former teachers from Boston, though 
apparently owned at least part of this period by Mr. Tyler. In 1867 it was sold to Daniel 
Coburn, who owned it for some time before selling it to Frank M. Woodbury, whose 
family home and general store was nearby on Main Street.25 Woodbury later sold it to his 
wife’s husband, Harry H. Atwood and his wife, Carrie M., who also owned and managed 
Woodbury’s former general store and post office (Resource #A). In 1953, the Atwoods 
transferred this property to their son Willis H. Atwood and his wife, Pearl. Willis Atwood 
owned it until his death in the 1990s. 
  
6. “The Company House,” 62A and 62B Old Bridge Street North, ca. 1830. 
Photo # 3, 12 
Figure # 17 
 
Architectural Description: Fronting the original east edge of the Common, this is the only 
duplex within Pelham Village. The 2 ½ story, side-gable, wood-frame structure has an 
offset 1 ½ story ell for each unit. (The north ell has been enveloped by later additions.) 
The building rests on a granite block foundation. The roof is covered with asphalt 
shingles; eaves are close-cropped. None of the historic chimneys survive. Walls are 
covered with asbestos siding. Windows are paired on the facade. Sash on the building is a 
mix of 2/2, 1/1 and 2/1 sash, none of which is original. The facade fenestration has been 
altered by the insertion of tripartite windows, ca. 1970s. The main entrance, which is 
centered on the facade, has paired, ca. 1920s doors set in a late 20th century surround. The 
portico also appears to be a recent addition, though a smaller entry portico may have been 
in place as early as the late 19th century.  
 
Among the numerous additions to the building are a shed-roof sunroom on the north wall 
of the north unit, an enclosed porch on the ell of the north unit, and rear appendages to 
each ell. The property also includes two detached garages. 
 
History: Despite deed and map research, the early history of this building remains murky. 
It may have been standing as early as 1830, when a store near this site in operation by 
John Marsh Jr. was referenced in the 1842 survey of the Town Common. Certainly, its 
physical form mirrors that of company housing erected in nearby industrial communities 
in the 1820s and ‘30s, although there is no historical evidence that this dwelling had such 
associations. By 1869, the property was clearly in the Atwood family; that year, Daniel N. 
Atwood sold the north unit to his brother Joshua Atwood, Jr.  References a few years later 
offer clues to their occupations: the former was a butcher and the latter an auctioneer. The 
                                                 
25 In 1920, the federal census recorded Frank M. Woodbury’s  occupation as real estate broker. 
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1892 map indicates the two units were occupied by C.W. Hobbs and Mrs. Tinker, though 
the south unit may have remained in Atwood family ownership, as it was certainly in such 
ownership from 1924-1938. Likewise, the north unit may have remained in the Hobbs 
family until 1938, when siblings Mary E. and Charles W. Hobbs sold it to Joseph and 
Elizabeth Cahill. 
 
7. 63 Old Bridge Street North, ca. 1900/1930s.  
Photo # 13 
Figure # 12, 17 
 
Architectural Description: Without a thorough physical investigation, the evolution of 
this house is an enigma. Historic maps indicate a dwelling on this site as early as 1858, 
but with a different footprint. The existing building appears to be a composite of ca. 1900 
and ca. 1930s building campaigns. The likely earlier portion is a two-story, one-bay wide 
structure that now projects as a wing toward the east. It is sheathed with clapboards and 
flat board trim on the north wall and asbestos shingles elsewhere. The likely later section 
is the more prominent part of the building: a 1 ½ story, two-bay wide structure that faces 
north toward the Common and has an extended roof at the east end. This part of the house 
is covered with asbestos shingles. A corbelled brick chimney is found at the juncture of 
the two sections. The majority of the windows have 2/2 sash, though the windows on the 
north elevation were replaced with a tripartite window ca. 1970. Porches include an 
enclosed north entry porch with an extended pedimented gable supported by Tuscan 
columns; a shed-roof porch on the east wall of the ca. 1930s section; and a hip-roof 
sunroom on the south side of the ca. 1900 section. 
 
History:  Historic maps reveal a chain of different owners or occupants for the building 
that stood here as early as 1858, including J. Marsh Jr., probably the same John Marsh Jr. 
who was associated with the adjacent duplex (Resource #6) in 1830. S. Craig owned the 
property for some time in the late nineteenth century. The property was listed as “S. Craig 
Est.” on Hurd’s 1892 map and subsequent deeds notes that is was “formerly of one 
Craig.”26  In 1903, Alfred Ducharme, a French Canadian blacksmith, bought the property, 
though he was likely living there at least since 1900.27 The blacksmith shop is seen in 
Figure 12.  Ducharme practiced his craft and lived with his large family in Pelham at least 
until 1920. Ducharme passed the property to his daughter Blanche in 1925. Blanche 
Ducharme Desautels sold the property, including the house, a barn and the blacksmith 
shop to Germaine Lemire, of Lowell in 1934. Lemire immediately sold it to Eleodore 
Desautels.28  
 
 
 

                                                 
26 In the 1870 federal census a Susan Craige, age 60, was boarding with and keeping house for blacksmith 
in Pelham Center. She is perhaps the same Craig, or a relation. 
27 Ducharme is associated with the property on a hand drawn map ca. 1900 and he is listed as a head of 
household in 1900 census alongside other known Center residents. 
28 HCRD Books 621/81 (1903); 845/269 (1925); 928/471 (1934); and 928/472 (1934). Ducharme bought 
the property from J.N.E. Mercier and L.E. Mercier. Nothing is known of the Merciers. 
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8. Fire and Police Station,  65 Old Bridge Street North, 1972. 
Photo # 14 
Figure # 13, 17, 25 
 
Architectural Description: The Police and Fire Station building is a one-and-a-half story, 
three-bay variegated-color brick structure with flanking wings. The building is oriented to 
face east toward the Common and is parallel to Old Bridge Street North. The entire 
building terminates in a deck roof with deep overhang that is covered with asphalt 
shingles with aluminum flashing along the cap. The three vehicular bays contain early 
overhead doors with six rows of eight panels each; the middle rows contain glass and the 
top, as well as bottom two, contain wood. The wings, which are lower than the main 
block, each have a passage entrance and a window with sliding or casement sash. 
 
History:  The Police and Fire Station occupy the site of Pelham’s third Meetinghouse, 
erected in 1785 and converted to the Town House in 1842. The site is within the original 
bounds of the Town Common. After the Town House burned in 1906, the site remained 
vacant and part of the Common, although separated from the rest of the Common by 
Marsh Road since at least the 1890s. In 1971, the town voted to purchase two acres on the 
corner of Dutton and Atwood Roads for a new fire/police station, but soon reconsidered 
in favor of this site. Not all citizens supported the notion, arguing that the Common 
should be preserved as a park, while others favored this very central location for fire 
engine dispatch and ambulance service. One citizen voiced, “what better monument than 
a new fire/police station.” The motion to build on this location passed 91 to 40, and the 
new station was erected in 1972.  
 
When the town relocated its offices in 2003 to the renovated 1920 school just south of 
this site, the police station followed, leaving this building in sole fire station use. 
 
9. Tyler House, 1 Nashua Road, ca. 1830s. 
Photo # 15, 16 
Figure # 26 
 
Architectural Description: The Tyler House is a 2 ½ story, 5x2 bay, wood-frame, 
vernacular Federal house with brick end chimneys and close-cropped eaves. It sits on a 
granite block foundation. Walls are clad with clapboards and trimmed with flat, narrow 
boards at the frieze, corners and window casings. Sash is 2/2. The front entrance is 
obscured by a post-1900 gabled enclosure with a window in each side wall and accessed 
by a single granite step. (Fig. 26 shows a simple Federal entrance surround.) Appended to 
the rear of the house is a ca. 1930s one-story, hip-roof sunporch. 
 
An offset, lengthy, one-story ell extends from the northwest corner. It shares trim details 
with the house, but has 9/6-sash windows. It was likely originally a combination ell and 
sheds. 
 
History: The earliest known owner of this property is Daniel Hardy, who was living in 
this house by 1833. That same year, he sold the house and 63 acres to James Tyler, who 
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remained here until 1871, when it was passed to Jesse Gibson. Though Gibson remained 
the owner for seventeen years, Clara Anderson was residing here in 1876. Gibson sold the 
property to Charles L. Seavey, a wheelwright in 1888. Seavey sold to William Morris the 
next year. Morris sold it in 1892 to Edwin H. Morris, who was likely William’s brother. 
The 63 acres remained in-tact until 1990.29 
 
A dry-laid stone wall runs north-south along the eastern lot line of the Tyler House 
(Resource #9) and continues at a right angle to the west at its southern end. The wall is a 
combination of cut and field boulders. Near the center of the wall, there are three large cut 
stones that appear to have been added later, perhaps to fill in an opening in the wall. At 
one time, this wall may have also marked part of the western boundary of the Town 
Common, behind the meetinghouse/Town House. 
 
10. Parsonage, 1 Windham Road, 1861-62. 
Photo # 17, 18 
Figure # 13, 15, 27 
 
Architectural Description: The Parsonage is situated far back from Windham Road, but 
close by Nashua Road. It is a 2 ½ story, 2x2 bay, front-gable house with a 1 ½ story 
ell/shed and attached small barn. The main house has a granite block foundation, 
clapboard siding and asphalt-shingle roof. A brick chimney projects from the south roof 
slope. The eaves have pronounced cornice returns. Trim consists of flat frieze and corner 
boards, flat casings and modest window caps. Window sash is replacement 1/1 with an 
applied grid. The front entrance bears strong Greek Revival stylistic features, including 
full-length sidelights, transom and surround. Granite steps lead to the entrance. At the 
southeast corner, near the intersection of Windham and Nashua Roads stands an 
unusually large boulder. When and why it was placed there is unknown. 
 
The ell features a brick ridge chimney, gabled dormer that interrupts the eaveline, and an 
enclosed porch (that was originally open) along the south (road) side. The barn, which is 
most likely contemporaneous with the main house, sits on a stone foundation. The main 
portion of the barn is oriented gable-front to Nashua Road. An off-center wagon door 
with hayloft door above occupies the left bay. A wing that appears original extends to the 
west, paralleling the road. The barn mirrors the main house in its details. 
 
History:  In early September, 1861, members of the First Congregational Society 
purchased this corner lot for a new parsonage, to replace the house on Old Bridge Street 
North that had served the society for over 100 years; this location also placed the 
minister’s residence almost adjacent to the church. Builder Frank Hillman immediately 
went to work building this house, and it was ready for occupancy in 1862. It has served as 
the parsonage ever since. 
 
At the time the Society purchased this lot, the eastern portion was occupied by a store 
with meeting hall above known as Jeremiah Tyler’s Hall. Tyler’s Hall was built from a 
small meetinghouse (known as the Pole Parish), built ca.1785 and moved here a few years 
                                                 
29 HCRD Books 179/127 (1833); 385/351 (1871); 498/274 (1888); 501/122 (1889); and 530/261 (1892). 
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later. Whether the building was still standing when this parsonage was built is unclear.30 
 
A. Site of Atwood’s Store and Post Office, NE corner Main Street & Windham 

Road, ca. 1850. 
Photo # 19 
Figure # 13-17, 28, 29 
 
Description: No visible remains. 
 
History: As early as 1858 a building, owned by J. Gibson, occupied this prominent corner 
site overlooking the north end of the Common and probably functioned as both a dwelling 
and shop. By 1892, it was owned by Frank Woodbury, who followed his father in the 
grocery business and as postmaster. Woodbury moved his business from the family 
homestead just east of the Mary Berry House into this property, which by then consisted 
of a house, ell and detached store (later connected).  
 
In 1905, Frank and Zena Woodbury sold this property and presumably its businesses to 
Zena’s brother Harry H. Atwood, who continued to manage the general store and post 
office, and later a gas station, on the site. For a period in the early 1900s, before the junior 
high school was erected in 1920, classes were held upstairs. The store and gas station 
ceased operation ca. 1966, when the Atwoods sold the property to the adjacent 
Congregational Church, which razed it. 
 

                                                 
30 Berry: 639. 
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Fig. 26. Tyler House, ca. 1900. Reprinted from Reflections (1996), p. 86. 
Fig. 27. The Parsonage, ca. 1909. From Old Home Day Souvenir Booklet (1909). 
Fig. 28. Atwood Home & Store, colorized postcard, ca. 1915. Courtesy William T. Hayes. 
Fig. 29. Main Street, ca. 1925. Collection of the First Congregational Church. 
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS  
 
Photo 1.  Looking northeast across Old Bridge Street North at the Town Common 

(Resource #1). 
Photo 2.  Looking southwest at Common Street from the grassy lot west of Pilgrim Hall. 

Hastings House (1 Common Street, Resource #5) is at left and the Fire/Police 
Station (Resource #8)  is at right, behind the Town Common (Resource #1). 

Photo 3. Looking northeast from Marsh Road at the intersection of Old Bridge Street 
North. Common Street extends beyond the stop sign. The Town Common 
(Resource #1) is at left. The Company House (62 Old Bridge Street North, 
Resource #6) is at right. The tree in the foreground is associated with 63 Old 
Bridge Street North (Resource #7). 

Photo 4.  Looking east across Old Bridge Street North and Common Street at the Town 
Common (Resource #1). The Hastings House (1 Common Street, Resource #5) is 
behind the green road sign. 

Photo 5. Looking northeast at the Town Common’s gazebo and granite post fence 
(Resource #1). 

Photo 6.  The south face of the Butler Monument (Resource #1a), with Main Street and 
the former location of the Atwood Home and Store (Resource #A) beyond. 

Photo 7. The front (south) elevation of the First Congregational Church (Resource #2), at 
3 Main Street. 

Photo 8.  The front (south) elevation of the Library and Memorial Building (Resource #3) 
at 5 Main Street. (The structure at right is associated with the Berry House at 7 
Main Street.) 

Photo 9. The east and front (north) elevations of Pilgrim Hall/Town Hall (Resource #4) at 
6 Main Street. 

Photo 10. The front (west) elevation of Hastings House, 1 Common Street (Resource #5). 
Photo 11.  The north elevation and driveway of Hastings House, 1 Common Street 

(Resource #5). 
Photo 12. The front (north) and west elevations of “The Company House,” 62 Old Bridge 

Street North (Resource #6). 
Photo 13. The east and front (north) elevations of 63 Old Bridge Street North (Resource 

#7). 
Photo 14. The front (east) elevation of the Fire/Police Station, 65 Old Bridge Street North 

(Resource #8). 
Photo 15. The east and front (north) elevations of Tyler House, 1 Nashua Road (Resource 

#9). 
Photo 16. Looking northwest at the stone wall between Tyler House (Resource #9) and 

the Fire/Police Station (Resource #8). 
Photo 17. The south and front (east) elevations of the Parsonage (Resource 10) at 1 

Windham Road. 
Photo 18. Looking east at the barn and ell of the Parsonage (Resource #10), with Nashua 

Road in foreground. 
Photo 19. Looking northwest at the former location of Atwood’s Store and Post Office 

(Resource #A), now a grassy lot and parking area (at right) for the First 
Congregational Church (Resource #2). Main Street is in foreground. 
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HISTORIC MAPS AND PLANS 
 

 
Figure 1. 1784 Detail of “Samuel Holland’s Topographical Map of New Hampshire,” showing 
the Pelham Meetinghouse on the Common. From Historic Maps Collection of the University of 

The New Hampshire Library 
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Figure 2. 1805 “Map of Pelham,” by Solomon Osgood, Jr. (hand drawn copy of the original), 
showing the Meetinghouse and four roads that converge at the Common. Original and copy in 

Collection of the New Hampshire State Archives. 
 

 
Figure 3. 1816 Carrigain’s Map of New Hampshire. Historic Maps Collection of the University of 

The New Hampshire Library. 
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Figure 4.  1842 Hobbs, Wyman and Gibson, Sketch Survey of the Town Common. The Hastings 

House (Resource #5) is referenced at the east side of the drawing and John Marsh, Jr.’s store 
(Resource #6 or #7) at the south end. The text also notes that only one boundary described on the 

1751 deed is still traceable in 1842. Reprinted from Reflections (1996), page 6. 
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Figure 5.  1858 “Pelham Center” (detail) from Walling’s Map of Hillsboro County.  
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Firgure 6.  1876 “Map of Pelham Center,” by. A. Bachelder. Reprinted from Reflections (1996), 

p. 9. 
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Figure 7. 1892 “Pelham Center P.O.” (detail), in Hurd’s Town and County Atlas of the State of 

New Hampshire.  
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Figure 8.  1893 USGS, Lowell, MA-NH Quadrangle. 
Historic Map Collection of the University of The New 

Hampshire Library 

Figure 9.  1935 USGS, Lowell, MA-NH Quadrangle. 
Historic Map Collection of the University of The New 

Hampshire Library 
 

  
Figure 10.  1946 USGS, Lowell, MA-NH Quadrangle. 
Historic Map Collection of the University of The New 

Hampshire Library. 

Figure 11.  1950 USGS, Lowell, MA-NH 
Quadrangle. Historic Map Collection of the 
University of The New Hampshire Library. 
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HISTORIC VIEWS 
(NB: all directions are field north as seen in sketch map) 

 

 
Figure 12. Town Common, post-1887. Looking southwest, showing a blacksmith shop at far left 

(near Resource #7), house and barn in distance (on the site of the School/Municipal Offices 
property), and the newly landscaped Town Common (Resource #1). Reprinted from Reflections 

(1996), page 3. 
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Figure 13. Pelham Center, ca. 1900. Looking north, showing Town House (site of Fire Station, 

Resource #8) and parsonage (Resource #10) at left. Atwood’s Store (Resource #A) is at far right, 
behind the Common (Resource #1). Note the complex system of roads. Reprinted from 

Reflections (1996), page 14. 
 

 
Figure 14. “Pelham Common,” postcard, ca. 1900. Looking northeast, showing, from left: 

Atwood’s Store (Resource #A), Congregational Church (Resource #2) with horse sheds behind, 
the library (Resource #3) and the Berry House. The fenced triangular portion of the Town 
Common  (Resource #1) and Butler Monument (Resource #1a) are in the foreground. It is 

unknown whether the land on the east side of Common Street was still part of the Common at this 
time. Dangelas Collection.  
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Figure 15.  Pelham Center, postcard. Looking north up Windham Road, showing the carriage 

house and ell of the parsonage (Resource #10) at left and Atwood’s house (Resource #A) at right. 
Common Street heads to the right, and a short road leads northwest, cutting through the Common 
where the Town House stood. Lack of street railway tracks date the image before 1902 or after 

1924. Collection of the First Congregational Church of Pelham. 
 

 
Figure 16. Pelham Center, postcard, ca 1926. Looking east down Main Street, showing from left: 

Atwood’s Store (Resource #A), Congregational Church (Resource #2), Library (Resource #3), 
Berry House, Woodbury House, Main Street with street railway tracks, Pilgrim Hall (then the 

Town Hall) (Resource #4), and the fenced Common (Resource #1). Dangelas Collection. 
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Figure 17.  Arial photograph of Pelham Center, ca 1949, looking northeasterly. [Note: the labeled 

numbers correspond to the article which this image accompanied and do not refer to Resource 
numbers.] The Common is clearly shown divided into four, perhaps five distinct pieces (it is 

unknown whether the land east of Common Street remained in public ownership at this time). The 
building labeled “1” is the Atwood Residence and Store (Resource #A). The Church (Resource 
#2) is labeled “2.” The Library (Resource #3) is at “3.” Pilgrim Hall (Resource #4) is below “4.” 

The Hastings House and the Company House (Resource #5 and #6) are at right center. The 
lighter-colored gable roof building at bottom center is Resource #7. The Old Town House is long 
gone and the Fire/Police Station is yet to be built, so Resource #8 is open space at left center. The 

Common (Resource #1) is at center, labeled “6.” Reprinted from Reflections (1996), page 13. 
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Figure 18.  USGS Aerial image of Pelham Center, 1995, looking northeast and showing the 
Common (Resource #1) reduced to the triangle it remains today. From www.pelhamweb.com 
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Figure 19.  Butler Monument (Resource #1a), postcard, postmarked 1910. Looking northeast. 

Dangelas Collection. 
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Figure 20.  First Congregational Church (Resource #2), postcard, postmarked 1914, looking 

northwest with horse sheds behind. Dangelas Collection. 
 

 
Figure 21.  Library and Memorial Building (Resource #3), ca. 1903, looking north at front 

facade. Reprinted from 250th Souvenir book (1996), page 21. 
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Figure 22.  Pilgrim Hall (Resource #4), ca. 1909, looking southeast at north elevation. Reprinted 

from Old Home Day Souvenir Booklet (1909). 
 

 
Figure 23.  Pilgrim Hall (Resource #4), colorized postcard, ca. 1910, looking southwest at the 

east elevation. Dangelas Collection. 
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Figure 24.  The Hastings House (Resource #5), n.d, showing the north elevation. Reprinted from 

Reflections (1996), page 88. 
 

 
Figure 25.  Town House (Resource #8), taken prior to its loss to fire in 1906. Looking southwest 

at the east and north elevations. Reprinted from Old Home Day Souvenir Booklet (1909). 
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Figure 26.  Tyler House (Resource #9), ca. 1900, looking southwest at the east and north 

elevations. Reprinted from Reflections (1996), page 86. 
 

 
Figure 27.  The Parsonage (Resource #10), ca. 1909, looking northwest. Reprinted from Old 

Home Day Souvenir Booklet (1909). 
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Figure 28.  Atwood’s Store and Post Office (Resource #A.), colorized postcard, ca. 1915, 

showing front facades. Courtesy William T. Hayes. 
 

 
Figure 29.  Main Street, ca. 1925, looking northeast at Atwood’s Store and Post Office (Resource 
#A) and the First Congregational Church (Resource #2). Collection of the First Congregational 

Church. 
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 SKETCH MAP OF TOWN COMMON AREA 
not to scale 
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MAP SHOWING BOUNDS OF THE  
ORIGINAL TOWN COMMON 

not to scale 
 

 
Sketch map showing the approximate historical boundaries of the Town Common, 

delineated with dotted and dashed line. 
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