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Pelham’s Sherburne Hall: Rich in History

by Doug Robinson
The legacy of E.G {Gardner! Sherburne (1885- 19481 began nearly

a century ago, and his values and contributions to the Pelham
Community are still witnessed today, Sherburne understood and
valued the need for good education, and he was commitied to
assisting Pelham with their educational system, His dedication

to education was recognized by the Pelham School Board by the
naming of the four-raom schoolhouse, ariginally built in the 19205
in his honor in 1950, Today, after nearly a century of transition and
change, the function room within Pelham’s Town Hall continues
to bear his name, The following story not only addresses what

is Sherburme Hall, but also addresses the man known as E.C.
Sherburne. The story begins in the early 19008 with Pelham voling
to build o new school.

In 1919, the residents of Pelham voted on School Warrant T4 to
approve or not approve “to see what action the District will take
relative to the erection of the new building voted last year and if is
voted to proceed with the same to appoint committees and raise
and appropriate money for the same,” states Pelham’s Annual Report
dated lanuary 31, 1920, The Pelham School Board commented that
“the matter of the much-discussed new building should be taken up
atance and pushed sa that it may be used the coming fall, in view of
the threatened condemnation of the present graded schoal quarters
by the state and in this connection would make the following
recommendations; The District should elect a committee in whom
they have sufficient confidence to allow them to constitute the
whole ar a part of the construction commitlee; also not withstanding
the vote as it now stands for a three-room building; they would
advise, as they did criginally, a two-room building with a basement,
with provision for a stock room for the District.” S0 began the
construction of the ariginal E.G. Sherburne schoal, long before it
bare his name,

Once erected, the small, rural schoolhouse was located in the
center of the town of Pelham, “In contrast to the one-room schools,
the new school was to have a furnace, running water, and inside
toilets,” writes the Pelham Historical Society,

Pelham Historical Society, Pelham, New Hampshire

During this past century, that tiny schoolhouse has
manifested and grown into many different buildings
and wses, Today, as the buildings have been altered,
enlarged, and changed to keep up with current
times, one cannot even recognize that the historic
site upon which Town Hall sits ance resided that
four-room schaalhouse,

The ariginal E.G Sherburme building was built of
white claphoard with an entrance located in the
front of the building, just underneath the present-day
sign stating “Town Hall.” Having been enlarged to
support a municipal center, the rural school now
rests within Pelham's Town Hall, At the other end of
Town Hall is located Pelham's Police Diepartment,
while the structure to the right of town hall is the old
elementary building,

The entrance door and windows to the old
schoolhouse has long since been replaced with
walls that house the Pelham's Planning Department,
The ceiling, however, continues to sport the big
brams and ariginal ceiling first constructed nearly a
cenbury ago.

According to Reflections, A Pictorlal History of
Felham, New Hampshive, 1746-1996, Pelham is
“nestled in the southeast corner of New Hampshire,
Pelham was incorporated in July 5, 1746, The
lamd that became Pelham had been part of
Mottingham, Massachusetts to the west and Dracut,
Massachusetts to the east,” Between the 17205 to
19220, mast of Pelham's residents were involved with
the business of farming. Regardless of profession,
maost of the residents participated in the faming trade
to some extent, Today, few, if any, Pelham farms
exist,

Prominent to Pelham was the John Sherburne
tamily. *John Sherburne, the emigrant ancestor
ol the Pelham Sherburme's, was barn in Odibam,
England, in the early 1600s and emigrated to
Partsmouth, Mew Hampshire, where he married
Elizabeth Tuck in 1645, John, his brother Henry,
and their descendants were very prominent in
the povernment of colonial Mew Hampshire, On NMovember 29,
1751, John's great-grandlson, James Sherburne, purchased from
loseph Wright 150 acres adjoins the property of Captain William
Richardson” states Reflections,

The road leading to Sherburne Farm was eventually called
Sherburne Boad and, to this day, remains named the same.

As generations grew up and worked the farm, the last Sherburne
to work the farm was Ernest Gardner Sherburne (b, 1885},
maore commanly known as E.G. Sherburme, “

Educated in Lowell, MA, Cushing Acadery, and the A
University of Mew Hampshire, Sherburne “had a great .
respect for education and he supported the Pelham
School System throughout his lifetime,” continues
Reflections.

Ermest G, Sherburne served as a Schoal Board
member for many years and had great concerns for the
students, teachers, and curriculum. He was a hands-on
administrator who took the time to become personally
involved with “fixing broken windows, windows,
unclogging the plumbing, or repairing the furnace.”

In 1950, after an addition was added to the small
schoolhouse, the building was renamed the Ermest G,
sherburne building in his honar, In later years, the E.G,
Sherburne School was replaced with Pelham Elementary
School.

Twenty vears later, it was written that “if one were to
identify Pelham's paramount prablem, it would have to
be ‘space.” That concern will be partially salved with the

opening of the new
addition to the E.G.
Sherburme school
during or prior to the coming
school year,” writes Pelham
School Superintendent Peter C.
Dollodf in his Annual Schoaol
Repaort for vear ending June 30,
1971,

*The new addition will
have 16 teaching stations, a
new teacher's room, and an
Instructional Materials Center
o service the entire school.
The building committee and
the Schoal Board are to be
commended for their foresight
in creating teaching stations
that are flexible, permitting
their use either as conventional
classrooms or a5 various-
sized instruction areas, With
the apening of this addition,
all of grades 1-4 will be
housed in the E.G. Sherburme
school permitting improved
coordination of the primary
program while the remaining
grades will be housed in the
Memorial School.”

In appreciation of his years
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Cheiginad Ernest G, Sherburne building {above), and the E. G, Sherburie School (below)
were replaced with Pelbam Flementary Sehoal
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of dedicated service to the Pelham School District, in 1950, the E.C,
Sherburne School was “named in his honoe” states Reflections.

When Sherburne Hall was converted to a Municipal Center
during the early 1990s, the gymnasium of the E.G. Sherbume school
remained untouched, The Town of Pelham organized the Sherbume
Hall committee and raised §44,000 to cover the 1958 gymnasium
into a functional meeting room for arganizations and Town officials
to host their meetings.

Towr Hall wr seen radap now enveleps the evigingl scheel, while the romms fo the elemeniary
rehwal e b reenr b vhe pight, T Hall entvance i to tbe &fi, and tie Police Statiow is
brehiad Tirapar Ml

“We got rid of the basketball hoops, bought carpet, professionally
cleaned the carpet, painted, and re-lamped the room,” stated Rill
deDevitt, "Our town officials were using goose-necked lamps and
could not see the information.”

As the gymnasium was brought up to town code with regareds to
fire regulations, the much-reeded air conditioning system had to be
placed om a back bumer,

Today, the converted gymnasium now has the ability to host
theatrical stage performances, town-wide meetings with up to 400
peaple in attendance, as well as the claily scheduled cable television
productions.

“We had a serious desire to maintain the Sherburne name,”
continued McDevitt. “It had been called the E.G. Sherburme School
since day one, He was a very important person in the town of
Pelham, who donated a lot of time, resources, and talents to the
schools, There is not a day that goes by where at least one, two, and
even three people who walk these halls don't say, That was where
my classroom was.'™

From a four-room schoolhouse, then enlarged twice more to
accommodate Pelham’s school children, to having been recently
canverted inta Pelham’s Municipal Center, E.G. Sherburne's gift for
education continues to flourish. As meetings progress and stage
productions occur, the residents of Pelham continue to receive
that special gift of an education, Whether that education is being
provided by civic leaders, thespians, entertainers, or speakers, E.C.
Sherburne continues to give that giit that can never be taken away—
an education.
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