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NEIGHBORING TOWN EARLY HISTORIES

The Town of Pelham was first settled in 1720-21. During that time frame the western one
third of present day Pelham was included in the Town of Dunstable, Massachusetts, which
had been incorporated in 1673 by the Great and General Court of Colonial Massachusetts.
The eastern two thirds of Pelham during that time frame were part of Dracut,
Massachusetts, which had been incorporated by Colonial Massachusetts in 1701.

On January 4, 1731-2, all of Old Dunstable, Massachusetts located east of the Merrimack
River, including the western one third of Pelham, was separated from Old Dunstable and
became a part of the newly incorporated Town of Nottingham, Massachusetts. The eastern
two thirds continued to be a part of Dracut, Massachusetts. In 1741, by Royal Decree of
the King of England, all of present day Pelham was determined to be in the British Colony
of New Hampshire, not Massachusetts. From the date of that decree until July 5, 1746, the
western one third of present day Pelham was governed as part of Nottingham District, New
Hampshire. The Nottingham District included all of Nottingham, Massachusetts declared
to be in New Hampshire by the King’s decree. The District, although not technically a
town, was governed by a Board of Selectmen and slate of other Town Officers until July 5,
1746.

From the 1741 royal decree date until July 5, 1746, the eastern two thirds of present day
Pelham were governed as part of the combined Dracut/Methuen District of Colonial New
Hampshire. This combined District was made up of the portions of Dracut and Methuen,
Massachusetts found to be in New Hampshire by the King’s decree. Although technically
not an incorporated town, it was governed by a Board of Selectmen and a slate of other
Town Officers until July 5, 1746.

On July 5, 1746, an eastern portion of the Nottingham District (the present day western one
third of Pelham) and the Dracut portion of the Dracut/Methuen District were combined to
create the newly incorporated Town of Pelham, New Hampshire. It was named Pelham by
Royal Governor Benning Wentworth in honor of Henry Pelham, who was, on that date, the
Prime Minister of England.

The vital records for the western one third of present day Pelham from 1721 until the 1731-
2 incorporation date of Nottingham, Massachusetts, were recorded, if at all, with the town
officials of Old Dunstable, Massachusetts. From 1731-2 until July 5, 1746, vital events were
recorded, if at all, with the Town of Nottingham, Massachusetts. Genealogists should be
aware that better records of Nottingham, Massachusetts vital events were kept by the
Reverend Nathaniel Merrill than the Town of Nottingham, Massachusetts. The Vital
Records of Hudson, New Hampshire (formerly a part of Old Dunstable, Massachusetts,
Nottingham, Massachusetts, and Nottingham District, New Hampshire and Nottingham
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West, New Hampshire), from 1734 until 1985 were assembled by Gerald Q. Nash et al and
published by Heritage Books, Inc in 1997. This book incorporates the Reverend Nathaniel
Merrill records. Early vital records of Dunstable, Massachusetts to the year 1850 were
gathered and published under the auspices of the New England Historic Genealogy Society
and are generally available in both paper and magnetic formats. This publication includes
Pelham vitals for the western one third of Pelham for the period 1722 to the incorporation
of Nottingham, Massachusetts 1731-2.

The vital records for the eastern two thirds of present day Pelham from 1720 until the 1741
Royal Decree date were maintained by the Town of Dracut, Massachusetts. From 1741
until July 5, 1746, the records for that part of Pelhnam were recorded by the officials of the
Dracut/Methuen District. The vital records of Dracut and Methuen, Massachusetts to the
year 1850 have been published under the auspices of the New England Historic Genealogy
Society. They are generally available in both paper and magnetic formats. The Dracut
publication includes Pelham vitals for the eastern two thirds of Pelham from 1720 to 1741.

Many of the vital records of the Dracut/Methuen District (1741-1746) were assembled and
published by Edgar Gilbert in his “History of Salem New Hampshire” in 1907. A 1993
facsimile reprint is available in paperback from Heritage Books. Most of Salem, New
Hampshire was once a part of Methuen, Massachusetts. Methuen, until its 1726
incorporation date, was once a part of Haverhill, Massachusetts.
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