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‘elham Centre is a centre in every

:se of the word since the opening of
Ae new electric road and the 1000 or
more inhabitants of that quaint little
town believe thut a new era of pros-
perity is dawning.

The Sun representative took a ride
to Pelham Sunday. Needlesg fo re-
mark on the loveliness of the day; the
air was toned with what seemed to be
a spring sweetness and the wide and
continuous carpet of leaves, spread
everywhere, and the bareness of the
trees, were all that betokened the sea-
son of the year. It was even more pleas-
ant than an Indian summer day and
the notes of birds that should have
gone south two weeks ago were heard
in the woods. .

The little town of Pelham never
looked more picturesque than it did
vesterday.Visitors were coming into
and passing through the erstwhile quiet
hamlet the whole day long. Some who
had made arrangements to go fur-
ther hecame peculiarly fascinated with
the place and remained there instead
of proceediug further as originally in-
tended.

The peal of the church organ could
be heard In the square except as at
such times as the noise of the electric
cars drowned it with- their Dbusiness
hum.

The wordg of the pastor could be
heard in the street and visitors stop-
ped at the church steps to hear him
preach the story of Him who died that
the world might be saved.

The only business in operation in the
place was at the village store. Mell
Woodhury had his store open; he also
keeps the postoffice and his is the bus-
iest life in the village. Up to 2 o'clock.
he had not had time to change his
clothes and he wasg hemoaning the fate
yal steered him into the channel of
country store-keeping.

There are two things that the vil-
lagers are grieving over at the pres-
ent time. One is the mysterious dis-
appearance of Chester Richardson, the
story of which appears in another col-
umn, and the resignation of Rev. S L,
Merriam, formerly of this city. Mr.
Merriam has preached and worked
himself into the hearts of the good peo-
ple of the village. The few who do
not attend church in the village say,
“he ig a wvery companionable man.,"”
Those who do attend chureh say that
he is a strong preacher and a sincere
Christian worker. ‘rhe  Sun
representative found a visitor copying
ihe inscription from the monument in
the square. It is a monument erected
to the memory of Deacon John Butler,
who settled in Pelham in that portion
of the territory that is now called the
Aammoth road, near Gumpus pond.
That was in 1721, Mr. Butler was born
in Woburn and although the monu-
sment in the square would give one the
impression that he was the very ﬂ!"st
gottler, It is stated on good authority
that he and another man., Deacon
Flumblett, went to Pelham from Wo-
burn together. They had heen deacons
in the same church in Wobuirn and de-
cided to try their luck in Pelham, that
was then a part of Dracut. The story
has it that the men disagreed after
settling In Pelham. They had a house
with a great wide chimney and after
deciding that they could no longer live
as pariners#they built a stone wall
through the centre of the house from
he front entrance to the fire nlace in

e rear. They divided the fire place;
“tier took the morth side and Ham-

yitt the south side.
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. . _____ The present pa
Since Pelham has become intersected Cht’dll'lfﬁg serriam has done as
by ecar-lines connecting it with fow not more in huilding.up the wo,

. rogressive lines th any:
large cities, it can no longer he L-l..nsid{ gmﬁecesgom, BTl any:one

ered an isolated country village. Ali The town records show mno .

though it still has the atmosphere of its 32::_; tz‘;t Suhjtef‘t of education an:
. . S X i er e incorporation,
former rural life, its quiet, unchstuxbed; from this time there was = zra
uneventful career huas come to a close and substantial growth of the ed
and from this time on a new activity is ti‘in"\:’]l s;ntlment. The school wnd
to trans its affair . . scho ouse gave a rise to vic
o transform its affairs. With hundreds controversies, There were soason

of people daily passing through the intense excitement, However, & °
town, stopping to make changes on the i b‘;ﬂt ?_“d t&{g Cltﬁm"en rer
T " " . their education. e town (
c;fl.rs and 1_11§ \.sl.;gdt.mg, ad interim, 1ts. necessary approvriation and ];133;,
history and interesting spots, there car masters, At one timu tnere wa
not help being a growth and develop: town lyceum which furnished inte!
me.nt_ such as has never before beer ual nurture and culture in speal
imagined. At present the people havé and writing. There is a record t
not come to a full realization of their of the men who received their ele
position, but the fact that Pelham has tary instruction here and them ¢
entered upon a new career of service t¢ nuated with honors from Dartn
the surrounding cities, is beginning toc Harvard and other piaces. The
i:e appreciated by the leading men of tellectual growth of the town
the town. rapid.. In music the Pelham e
Lowell people especially are interestd were always leaders. Mr., Aloum
ed in this beautiiul little place, wherg Greelev has won fame throughe’
some of the best families have pro- state for the Felham Sing of whi!
duced their famous children and senf Was the founder. '
them out Into the world at large ta _The town from the first tc.
capture life's honors and put credit on thoughtful interest in the cone
their native village. There have been tiong of both the state and neat
many of those who in the battle for suc- governments. In civie affairs
cess, have been among the leaders, and ave been progressive. Their mil
their names are known all over the record is what ig todav a living
country side. In the wars, when the Ment to the wratrjoiism of the
call for volunteers was issued by the . Pev have enlisted in all the w.
government, Pelham was among the the country and shed their blo
rst to contribute her brave sons, and ) ) %
always gave freely of her resources and nearly every baltledeld. " In the -
energy to forward the cause of the library today there are raisod ta’
Union. A few facts about the history upon which are listed in alphabe
of Lowell's latest suburb will be of in- order the names of those who sr
terest and instruction to those who con- ficed their lives in the country's ex
template visiting the place by way of In the American revelution, no
the new road. of the coloniés exhibited a nore
When Pelham was born there was no olute and determined spirit of re
blast of bugle, no beating of drum.One 20¢¢ to the oppression of Great
man, John Butler, to whose honor there 211 than New Hampshire, and 'u
now stands in the center of the town a town of the state was the @irit m
monyment and testament, was the first Drovrounced than in Yelhan. -
to see the future value of the lovely ?fl'me spirit and alacri*y -in— e
woodland and forest, and to him be- . ﬁa,l]s_ of the count’y was exhib
longs perhaps the credit of first bring- mTt dﬁ.’ }\al D.f the relelljon. ;
ing to the attention of the world, the na.to ‘1?’ sur:ﬁunded by the beaut
knowledge that a new home for the gp; E’I‘r% geenery of the New . Err.
farmer and woodman had been cre- har;;.l_c:restb gnd‘hms' the Ne'w --«]'
ated. The exact date of the settlement ekiqterﬁ:es a}]t Efe‘athe"’ L ALS ofe
is not known Tradition gives it as  joinin e.‘ti % s supply the
1721. The earliest settlers were Butler, oultural  producty 'intage and s
Hamblett, Richardson, Wyman and iy re"cl‘{)el Crfi},_di’ ind _Rhe el
Jaques, who came from Woburn and vi- city (::lstos c o:ﬁes of Runliredy
cinity; also Gage, who came from Brad-- numbers ofn}frs' i Y TeaT Jur
ford. These same names are alive to- “'Dods‘- for ga 2we dpiople yout,
day among the population of the town. seems to b%gme JHG: LI Suanl_y iy
in 1721 or 1722, John Butler and David tiful is natur??e te}.?ihausted, B0 Iy
Hamblett bought land two miles west In the cente . Of ths e i :
of the center, at what has since been park where jsl rgisedeu?lace .Is i
known as the John Gage corner, or Jehn Butler. the first etrtr;().:ume]
Mammoth road. They cleared land, site this on the no:thsei e
sowed grain and went back to Woburn church i1l . W iie
. : ! : urch, a building which reflacts
for the winter, returning in the spring credit on its owners. It has b
with their families. Mr. Butler's house modeled recent] and on gy
is said to have been on the site of the nare with any E‘Yhurch QU,.M\FL,
present John Gage house. In the fol- Z'ners are five roads ipad;ﬁb 13
lowing years families came to this re- sqguare, from Loweli, Nashﬁ-—x u]
glon and generally settled in the hills. rence and Haverhill and uthe:«' 4y
There came probably between 1735 and The public Iibrary. which is na-:n:
1740, four families of Gages from Brad- church and on the same slde ‘o’
ford, who §ett1ed on what i8 now knownroad, is a new building and cn:'---.:-
s Gage hill. These were Josiah Gage, ed according to modern archiie
] aniel Gage and Amos Gage, sons of Its finish both inside and out is
Daniel and Martha Gage, and their best material and is fiiely exe
nephew, James Gage. About a mile The cosy reading room 1s s
and a haif from the ceuter, tradition .-With the latest Ilterature, and
points to the spot where the first ger=""""irv_ig well stocked with book s,
mon was preached—a high rock on a DPGSit€ -7 nlace and a little -
ledge. A company going to some place Up the road, 15 *W&Pilgrim hal]
above, having their minister with them, b2 meetings of u.. ar~anjza: ~
encamped here over Sunday. Deld, and where also woiv: .o
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The incorporation and SettIEmen}_J_Qf_‘take place. The town -hall is «
the town was probably delayed by ihe the common on the west and i¢ .
unsettied condition of the line between White wooden bullding. Tt is
the provinces of Massachusetts and 92ld but siill answers the purpos
New Hampshire. The old town of ﬁ"j’: town executives. There ara
Dunstable, included a large territory. / existence the old homesteads o
The Northwestern portion of the pres- -Igirst families and these are lut:
ent town of Pelham wasd within this (g to visitors from afar.
territory. The boundary line befween || The general store of Pelha-
the provinces was established in @ :5'-\'1‘-651 by Mr. F. M. Woodbur
At the first town meeting whi ragimost affable gentleman and %
called July 11, 1747, Capt. Henry Bald-'by every inhabitant of the twwn
win, was chosen moderator. Some of Danlel Atwood llves en the
the names of the ifirst settlers were, side of the common near the =«
‘Whiting, Hamblett, Richardson, Gage,’l'blacksmlth's shop, and he iz on
Butler, Beard, Elliot, Jones. These the fathers of the town who lon
names are still in existence, and large tell of her noble record in times
numbers ot the older families have'There are many other Interesting
their traditions and names preserved ahout the place and the cont
in Lowell households and all over the téiritory which visitors wili fin
world. - Mr. James Hobbs was called upon Investigation for every v
to be the first minister of the gospel the town has its landmark and
and was ordained Nov. 13, 1751 Pe’ham has entered upoh a
The ecclesiastical record of Pelham [ts growth in the near future

has been a noble one. A meeting house rapid and steady. Already lai.
for the town was about the first in- Yfon is on the rige and the
stitution thought of. Many vpastors of years will witness a deyelopn
note have served in the pulpit since ixpansion which will not be
“Mr, Hobbs's day. Mr. Amos Moody, yne night life of a gold ora-
T[r. John Smith, Mr John Emerson, jut shall, as the vears pess I
~!Ir. Jobn H. Chuseh, Mr. John Keed, jam on a p'ans_ of - “oports
Rev. Cyrus W. Allen, Rev, Edwin 1 /ionsequence In the s =
Foster, Rev. Charles Reckwe" B ’
Augustus Berry, and man
cither AnE

aC
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