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Retpresentatwe Adyee M. Schlapp,
Republican, of Methuen, addregded
the lower branch of the Massachas
setts legislature Monday in &ippaft
of the bill to permit women fp serve
on juries in this cnmmonweaft’hi

Her remavks were ay followss -

“‘I‘oﬁay, we members of this hﬁﬁ‘be
are copfronted with the question of]
whether or not women shall sit oni
Juriss 31 the Cantrmonwealth of Mag-
sachusetis. It would seem only fits
ting at this time In the hiqtary of
the world that we here should ree
pgnize the splendid example of pa.
triotism, leadership and service
belng set by ouur American women
in this -present great siruggie io
preserve our democratie principles
af liberty, freedom, eguality and,
Justice for all—principles that have
been handed down to. us by the
sweat and hlood of eur forefathers
—s0 that swomen may enjoy the‘%iu—
alienable rights equally with nren.

“The responsibility piaced wgion
women today makes if iraperftive
fhat we recagnize their rig‘htful
glace in the gscheme of fife. What-
ever may nhave suﬁlced for ihe past,
today hoth men ang women have
equally gualified to work co-opera-
tively. The gquedstion is not simply
a quesiion of whether the practice
of jury service should be changed by
admitting women into the service,
It is a matter which reaches back
to the greater question of whether,
the principle of trial by Jjhry as ft
has always previously existed, shali
be preserved,
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“Under an amendment io the fed-
eral constitution, women were given
tha right of suffrage. This foak
many vears of efort before it was
_an gecomplished faef, I do not bee
leve that any one can conscien-
tiously say ‘hat politics heve suf-
fered becausdtof this. Women are
active and ares recognized in the
. fields of medicine, law, science, gov-
Ceynment and jurisprudence, Tweén-
fy-eight states already have gllowed

wemen oh juries.. Those stales

per———

must be satisfied -¥or- there is ho
,_indi#cation' that they wish to rvepeal
this law. Are we to lag behind in
the Commonweslih. _of Massacht-
setts? | Massachusetts has always
been a-great and progressive state,
Its legislature nax always led the
parade. Thera i no good regson
why it should nat join the pavade
Qow and allow women to sit om
Juries. Xogusl sacrifices demand
edual opportunities. The wartime
demands upén women are the same
as on the men. If they can naoi
serve directly, they do so indirectly
through their husbands, brothers,
sons and sweethearts: they work
i war plants and do their bits
in the defenfs effort] cerve as
WAACS, WAVES, SPARS, and in
the Marine Reserve, I say o you in
all sincerity that they should be
given the egqual oapportunity fo
serve on juries.”
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