HAYES-GENOTER HISTORY AND GENEALOGY LIBRARY

REV. J. L. HOYLE |
INSTALLED AS PASTOR

T I believe the purpose

Has Now Become the Official Head of the
Church in Pelham.

Rev. J. L. Hoyle, recently back from
his trip through Europe, was formally
installed pastor of the Pelham Congre-
gational church yesterday.

The morning was devoted to his e~
ological examination in which the pas-
tors and delegates of Massachusetts
and New Hampshire churches partici-
pated, and in the afternoon the in-
stallation service took place. The in-
terest manifested in the event by Low-
ell people was sincere, and many were
present, representing largely the Paw-
tucket church and the Kirk Street Con-
gregational,

A letter to several churches had in-
vited delegates, and the response was,

spontaneous. In the afternocon especial-
1y there was a large attendance, for
the church was filled.

Rev. C, L. Merriam
Congregational church of Derry, N. H,,
formerly of the Pelham parish, read
the call at the morning gathering, and
Rev. W. H. Bolster of Nashua, N, H,,
was chesen moderator. Rev. William
Ganley of Salem, N. H., was elected
secretary. The committee of the
church and society which sent out the
invitations included Samuel Kelley,
Marv C. Berry and George H. Currier,

The roll call showed the following
ministers and delegates present: Pil-
grim Coungregational church of Nashua,
Rev. W. H. Bolster, Deacon A, W.
Hesald; Hudson Congregational church,
Rev. ¥. P. Chapin, Dea. A, W. Smith;
Central Congregational church of Der-
ry, Rev. Charles L. Merviam, Deacon
A, B. Fisher; Chestex Congregational
church, Rev. J, W. Robinson, Deacon
R. X. H. Hazelton; Salem Congrega-
tional church, Rev Willlam Ganley,
Deacon J. C. Crowell; Kirk Street Con-
"ren'atiunal church of - Lowell Rev
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| God. and not to man, God made man
| to._be good and if he is ‘nét good man
only is to blame,

“I believe that in Jesus Christ and
his work the whole problem of the
the human race is
He alone knew no sin there-
~fore he alone could save thoser who
| had sinned, "The death of Jesus is
the central fact of redemption, and, if

correctly understand the tea.ching of
the new lestament the doctrine of a
vicarious atonement—an atonement
through substitution iz taught. I do
not mean, however that it teaches “Pe-
nal substitution.”

“I believe the holy spirit is the vep-
resentative of Jesus, living and active

spiritual development the Foly Scrip- | among men, and is the agent through

tures. )

“I believe that these writings are
inspired writings—that they were writ-
ten by men specially prepared for the
tasks they undertook, that they werea
under the special influence of the holy
spirit. Of course I ‘do not believe in
the wverbal inspiration -of the Secrip-
tures; but I believe that ‘holy mén of
God spake us they were moved by the
Holy Ghost,’—that-those who wrote
were {ree, selficonscious toilers at the
task they undertopk; and were not
passive instruments in the hands of
God. Each of the writers, although

‘onder the guidance of the holy spirit,

nevertheless, expressed the truth’ ac-
cording to his own style and dietion.

“T beliewe that the central point of
the teaching of the Scriptures is the
doctrine .of the kingdom of God. The

public. ministry of Jesus opened with’

the declaration “The kingdom of God
is at hand.” And.to a very large ex-
tent the teaching of Jesus was an un-
folding of the natuse of this kingdom.

“That the world is sinful is implied,
else there would be no place for the
upbuilding of the kingdom. God's
plan, as we see It, assumed that sin
would exist and so he made provision
for it in the creation of things and in
his plan of redemption. And, it may
be that a higher good is possible than
could be reached had sin been an im-
possibility,

“The kingdom of God will be here
in its fulness when the world has
been redeemed—when it has reached

the ideal. It cannot -reach its ideal
without the redemnptive power ana
work of it. Hence, God created the

world in order ttmt it might work out
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‘good and evil, the

whom the divme life is produced
among men.
“In ol‘dm‘_t_hat_____man may take =a

son's place in God's family, the old
life in HWim mmuast be replaced by a new
life. To make this change is the
work of the gpirit; and I belleve that
the work of the spirit is in no sense a
subordinate one, The work . of the
spirit is the complement of the vmrh
performed by the son.

“The renewing work of the spu‘lt
begins in convinecing the world of sin,
of righteousnesg and of the direful re-
sults of sin, In every struggle of =v-
ery man whao fights a battle between
spirit is present
moving upon the conscience of the
person engaged in the struggle. In
all the struggle of the world upward
from a lower level to a higher plane,
‘the spirit is present, influencing its
life and urging it onward to the mak-
ing of right choices.,

‘I believe that the spirit of God can
alone beget the likeness of Geod. The
Jost image of God Is net re-stamped
upon us; it is renewed within us. -The
divine life comes from Christ to th2
human soul through the " holy spirit
How? I do not know. But that the
work is done, we do know. Paul said:
“We all, "with unveiled face, reflecting
as a mirror the glory of the Lord, aure
transformed into the same . image
from glory to glory, even as from the
Lotrd, the- spirit.”

“T belle¥e that it is the duty of be-
lievers toemagsociate -thémselves n
churches, - I-bsiidve a church is insti-
tuted wherever a body of helievers
unite under a covenant, and assemble
for the ‘preaching of the 'word and the
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George kol M.lt‘tlt’l Dr. A. W. Burnham,
Pawtucket Congregational church of
Liowell, Rev. E. R. Smith, Deacon W.
C, Hamblett, Hampstead Congregation-
al church, Rev. W. H. Woodsom; Me-
thuen Congregational church, Rev. C.
H. Oliphant, Harry E, Moore; also Rev.
Albert Watson of Windham, N. H,
Rev. A, E. Winship, D. D., of Somer-
ville, President C, O. D\y, D D, of
Andover.

Rev. Mr. Hoyle then presented his
credentials of church membership, then
the church clerk, Otis A. Gage read
the records of the church and the ec-
clesiastical soclety in calling Mr. Hoyle
to the pastorate. These credentials
and records were declared satisfactory
upon a vote of the counsel.

Rev, J, L. Hoyle then gave to the
‘couneil his bellef. It was considered
'by the ministers and delegates as a
rcomprehensive statement, although
j’rconservative. He gaid in part:

“L believe in a God who can be
(known. Ibelieve we can know .what he
lkis—that he reveals both his existence
‘and his nature to mankind. I believe,
rin the words of the shorter catechism,
ithat '‘God is a spirit, infinite, eternal,
jand unchangeable, in his being, wis-
.dom power, holineas, justice, goodness
'Iand truth.’
¢ “I believe that God, because of_ sin

rin the world, has given us-& special
revelation, whose purposze Is to de-
iver the human race from the sin into
hich it has fallen. I do not say that
hrist could have had no mission to
perform in our world had it remained
holy but I believe that because of
in_it became necessary for God to re-
establish his kingdom, and that in so
“far as the world acknowledges and
eys God's will to that extent does

*od's kingdom come,

' “We learn of this revelation from
ithe Bible—a collection of books not
qgathered together at random; but be-
ing composed during a period of sev-
era.l centuries, and containing great
fiversity as to the topics treated, nev-
|ertheiess, all treat in one way or an-
iother of the revelation of God and the
estabhahment of his kingdom in the
'wDrld

“I belleve the gly,mg"of the Holy
Scriptures was a necessity. While what

‘e term-‘Natural-Religion’ might have
fforded mm:h hﬁssistqr‘-ei yet ~the

its redemption. The redemption of
the world was in the thought of God
when he created it. I believe the Scrip-
tures so teach. Redemption did not
come as an afterthought on Ged’s part
So I believe that the kingdom of God
does not date its beginning to the
time the Savior came #to earth to
prosecute his earthly ministry; but
since the beginning of human history
there have been godly people on earth
—members of the Kingdom,

“The central figure in the upbuilding
of this kingdom is Jesus. Sin is the
hindrance to its upbuilding, and sin is
the deviation of man’s will from the
end God had in view for him. Noth-

ing seems more plain than that man.

was made for memberghip in the kKing-
dom of God and man is in the right
path only as he seeks the kingdom of
God and his righteousness. The word
most freguently used to convey the

idea of sin, signifies “to miss the
mark,” and when man’s will turns
from the true mark in making its

choices it sins, and the coming of the
kingdom in its fulness is delayed.

“I believe it to be the minister's
duty to make this truth as emphatic
as possible that the moral and spirit-

ual state of man is always to be meas- |

ured by his attitude tm\ard this kin
dom.

“The central figure of the Lmﬂ'don’l'

of God is Jesus Christ because his is
the only perfect life, "Hence he be-
comes the standard by which we all
are to be measured. Christlikeness is
holiness, Unchristlikeness is sin.
Whatever in human life and character
falls short of “the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ,”
must be designated ~ “unholy.” The
Christlike life is the normal life. Sin
is abnormal because it indicates not
progression but retrogression and 1
am satisfied only in looking upon sin
as the abuse of the freedom thd.t God
has given man.

“This freedom is not the freedom of
the liberated prisoner—but rather the
power of choice man has as a rational
and moral being; that swhile there

are in him impulses urging him -on-

ward toward certain ends, he has the
power to control these impulses while
he reasons and deliberates upon them
and thus is emabled to come to an in-

telligent conclusion. Man's
thus consists in that he is not gov-
erned by his impulses but has. the

‘power to govern his imoulses,
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administration . 0f the sacrament.
Bach church should have the privilege
of organizatipn according to. its own
desire—shaulg have liberty in making
the statement of its helief, and should
use its own judgment concerning the
appointment and setting apart of its
ministers. I believe in the two sacra-
ments of baptism and the Lord's sup-
per. .

“I believe baptism to be the outward
sign of an inward spiritual grace— a
sign that the one baptized has’ ac-
cepted Christ-ag savior, received for-
giveness of sins and hag received the
impartation of the holy spirit.

“I Dbelieve that infants should bhe
baptized, for, being without guilt for
sin committed, they are the children
of God. Although there is no dirsct
mention in the New Testament of the
baptism of children, yet we do read of
whole households bemg baptized, and
it seems to me very probable that the
[Chlldl‘e'n were ineluded,. -And as chil-
idren were admitted to the Jewish cov-
.en*mt through the rite of circumecision,
lso I believe children were admitted io
tnrxem‘ber‘;hlp in the" early Christian
|chur*c-h through the sacrament of b&p-
tism.

“Ag to the mode of baplism, I bhe-

= jlieve either of the methods commonly

jused to be proper.
“The institution of the qa.t'rAment of

‘the Lord's supper dates from the act

and command of Christ at the last
supper. And as the passover was for
a memorial of the deliverance of Is-
rael, so the eucharist is a memorial of
the deliverance wrought by Christ's
death, and is to be. kept ‘till he come.
Thig sacrament symbolizes Chr.st's
atoning death, iz a seal of its efficacy;
and through it Christ strengthens the
bond of wunion which binds all true

‘believers to himself,

“I believe that the scripturesg teach
that the kingdom of (God will ultimate-
ly prevail all over the earth, that the
world is growing and will continue to
grow better until its final perfection.

“I believe in the second coming of
Jesus, and in the resurrection of ihe
dead, and in a final" judgment when
the saved shall enter into the fulness
of the etérnal life and the unrepentant
shall be eternally sepanted from fel-
lowship with God.” .-

freedom; . Follow ing this came an hour and a

“half of examination, all the delegates.
‘taking the opportunity to ask Rev. Mr.
The impresslon made
- the young preacher was more. than
In the ﬁg‘gate session
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